HSVC 213: Health and Human Services Policy

Fall1 2019
Professor Spector
Policy Paper Group Assignment
Task: Through 1 written assignment (in three parts) and 1 presentation, you will develop a policy proposal.

Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is for you to demonstrate your skills as a human services policy practitioner.  To that end you will show your knowledge, values, skills, and understanding of theory and how they relate to the following: 

· Research a social welfare issue in detail, examine related policies and propose solutions

· Utilize media and academic references as you research a social welfare issue. 

· Apply critical thinking to inform and communicate professional judgments.

· Advocate for an issue related to social and economic justice.

· Analyze, formulate and advocate for policies that advance social justice and racial equity.
· Collect data through field work to shed light on the issue.
Group Project Guidelines

You will be divided into groups of 4-5. The groups will select a topic. Your group will choose one topic and each member will be responsible for his/her own work as well as group work. The group will hand in one final project and will conduct one class presentation as a group. The paper will be handed in as a group.
Students should choose from the following topics. Students will have to narrow the topics down to a specific policy related issue. 
	Children, Youth and Families

· Child Abuse

· Youth violence Prevention/school violence
· Foster Care

· Domestic/Intimate Partner Violence  
· Bullying
· Childhood Hunger & Nutrition

Citizenship 

· Voting Rights 

· Youth Civic Engagement

· Refugees/Asylum Seekers
· Travel ban (“Muslim ban”)

· Immigration/DACA (Dreamers)
Education

· Prisoner Education 
· Funding for Public Education

· School choice (vouchers)

· School segregation

· Affirmative Action

Health
· Abortion rights

· Disability Issues

· Living environments for people with disabilities

· Employment for people with developmental disabilities

· Sample Goal statement: to enhance the quality of life for individuals with developmental disabilities by providing and increasing employment opportunities and work related experiences designed to meet the specific needs of the employer

· Epidemics & Communicable Diseases

· HIV/AIDS in US

· Chronic Diseases (diabetes, asthma, hypertension)
· Drug (opiate) overdose prevention

· Food

· Food Security

· Food Stamp Enrollment

· Sample goal statement: To increase the number of qualified individuals and families who apply for and receive Food Assistance through the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and provide these applicants with adequate resources that will increase their level of food security. 

Housing and Community Development

· Affordable Housing
· Public housing quality (lead, mold, pest control)
· Homelessness
Justice, Crime and Public Safety

· Death Penalty
· Drug Courts
· Prisoner Re-Entry
· Employment Barriers for the formerly incarcerated
· Sample goal statement: To establish, support, and maintain employment for those leaving prison in an effort to build the foundation for a stable post-prison life.
· Human Trafficking/ commercial sex trafficking
· Sample goal statement: To prevent human trafficking, create public awareness and support for legislation to support survivors. 


Part 1 
This assignment will be done as a group and only one final product is required per group.

Statement of the Issue or Problem. This includes a clear goal statement. 

· In this assignment, you will describe the scope of the problem. The scope of the problem includes past, current, and future factual statements of the problem. This assignment should be written with paragraphs and full sentences. It should not be a list of bullets, but you must answer ALL the questions. You should have at least four peer-reviewed sources (citations must be in APA style or paper will not be accepted). 

· I. Goal Statement: What do you hope to achieve? What is your argument? Provide the rationale for your goal statement… 
· How do you understand the root causes of this problem? (Examples of possible root causes: institutional racism, gender inequality, capitalism, the myth of meritocracy, gun culture, social media, xenophobia). A root cause must be complex, broad, multifaceted, and encompass multiple perspectives. A root cause cannot something simplistic and narrow. For example: the root cause of illegal immigration through the southern border of the US is the lack of an adequate barrier, such as a fence or a wall – This is NOT an appropriate root cause. 
· A better statement would be that the root cause is economic and/or social conditions in parts of Central and South America that threaten safety and well being. Another root cause may include widespread government corruption that creates extreme poverty and fosters violence in Latin America. 
· II. Scope of the Problem:
· II A. Introduction- one paragraph outlining what you will discuss
· II B. Historical background: Give some historical background on the issue or problem. How did this problem start? What initially caused the problem? Trace back in time to the root of why this problem began. Why should this issue and policy proposal be raised at this time in history? Is this a “new” problem or has it been going on for a long time and has not been adequately addressed? 

Part 2

II C. Present Status of the Problem: What is the problem? Who is affected by it? How widespread is the problem? 
· Provide statistics to show how many people are affected (by geography, region, jurisdiction)
· Tracking the problem over time- how many people are affected in different years? 
· Show proportions of different groups (racial, gender, ethnic, SES) that are differentially impacted – for example, how are women impacted vs. men? 
Explain and provide statistics.

· What are the consequences of this problem?  Is it a social or personal problem? Explain.

More specifically: 

Discuss the main causes of the problem.

· How is the problem defined? What is the terminology (language) associated with the problem? Explain the causes of the problem. What are the values and beliefs that make this issue a social problem. 

· II D. Stakeholders & Costs: How many are affected by this problem? What are the costs (financial and social) associated with this problem? Give actual dollar amounts or estimate. Make sure to specify what is the time frame. (quantitative question)

· How does this problem impact society (e.g., New York City and its residents)? Give examples.
· What organizations are researching or advocating on the problem?  Describe their work. Are there coalitions? Is there legislation that has passed or has been proposed? 
· III. Relevance to Human Services: 
· III A. What ideologies, theories, and paradigms of the social welfare system are relevant? Make sure you cover each. How do these apply?
· III B. Explain how this issue is relevant to human services professionals or social workers. 
· Pay particular attention to how this problem disproportionately affects certain populations (e.g., older adults, urban populations, or underserved individuals). How might it affect your clients? In this section, you should expose how the problem is related to social justice. Connect this to our ethical values and principles. Refer to NASW Code of Ethics. What is our position based on our Code of Ethics on this issue? 
Part 3

IV. Brainstorming a Policy Proposal: Brainstorm three possible policy solutions that could address an aspect of the problem. These solutions can be related or can build on policies that already exist by adapting or modifying them. Be creative. Select one solution to explore in depth. For this solution discuss: 

· How would you gain support/advocate for this policy?
· What barriers would you face?

· Who would you need to convince? Be specific. Give names and titles of the stakeholders. 
· How would you implement this policy? (Who are the beneficiaries? How is it funded?) 
· How is the policy carried out “in the real world”? What is the role of social workers in this policy?
· Our approach to advocacy asks that solutions to social problems prioritize social justice. To what extent will your solutions lead to social justice? How? 
Part 4: 

Field work: To prepare for your group presentation, you will conduct field work on your topic of interest. We will discuss this in class in detail. You will be able to choose to collect data through photographs (photovoice), interviews, ethnographic participant observation, or media analysis. This will form the basis of your group presentation. 

Group Presentation 
You will present your project to the class. Your presentation should last no more than 10 minutes and should summarize your problem, proposed solution, and your data, which is the FOCUS of the presentation. Your field work should be the bulk of the presentation. The presentation should be somewhat informal and be an opportunity to share how you felt doing this research and what it was like to come up with solutions. 
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